
Rules and regulations for Emigration to Mauritius, 1842

The Indian Emigration Act, 1883

A note by W.M.L. Bathurst outlines the likely repeal of laws in British India that currently prevent emigration to
British colonial possessions, specifically Mauritius. The note states that new regulations will be enacted in India
to regulate emigration to Mauritius, ensuring the protection of emigrants and preventing abuses. It is expected
that provisions will be included to allow the Governor-General of India to appoint officers at Indian ports to
oversee emigrants. Additionally, Mauritius will likely fund the expenses of immigrant introduction through its
public revenue. The note concludes with an order that the regulations outlined in the schedule will become law
in Mauritius, to be enforced by Her Majesty's officers and subjects.

The Indian Emigration Act of 1883, published in the British Burma Gazette on January 5, 1884, extended to all of British India,
revising the existing laws regarding the emigration of Indian natives. This Act replaced the Indian Emigration Act of 1871 and
related legislation while maintaining the validity of existing contracts and licenses that complied with the new rules.
Specifically, it applied to "Natives of India" emigrating by sea to foreign countries for labour, excluding Ceylon and the Straits
Settlements. The Act outlined key definitions, rights, and protections for emigrants, ensuring clarity regarding labour
agreements and the treatment of those migrating for employment abroad.
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Indian Immigration Amendment Ordinance of 1912 

Government agents in places outside British India: seeking
comments of Lord Curzon, 1923

A Fiji Ordinance amending the Indian Immigration Ordinance, 1891 that was passed in the Council on 22nd May 1912 has been
showcased here in the copy of a letter from the Colonial Office to Indian Office, dated 22nd July 1912.

A note from Mr J. Walton, the Under Secretary of State, Foreign Office to Indian Office dated 16th March 1922 regarding the amendment of
the Indian Emigration Act, draws attention to Clause 7 of the Bill. This clause authorizes the Governor-General in Council to appoint agents
outside British India to safeguard the interests of Indian emigrants and define their roles. The Bill enables the appointment of such agents in
foreign countries like the United States, America and colonies of foreign Powers such as Surinam, Madagascar, and Portuguese East Africa,
with the government’s consent.



Indian in Foreign Countries between 1917 and 1922

A statement showing the number of Indians in certain Foreign Countries between the years 1917 and 1922. The countries included Persia,
Madagascar, Surinam, the Philippines and the United States of America with Surinam having the highest population of Indians, totalling 34,957.

The Indian Emigration Act, 1983

The Emigration Act of 1983 was enacted to safeguard Indian workers abroad by requiring all individuals seeking contractual employment overseas
to obtain emigration clearance from one of the ten Protectors of Emigrants (POE) offices. This measure ensures that the interests of workers are
protected during their time abroad. The Act also stipulates that no recruitment agency or establishment can send Indians for employment overseas
without first registering with the Protector General of Emigrants, under the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. These regulations are
in place to prevent exploitation and ensure that Indian emigrant workers are provided legal protection throughout their employment abroad.



The Emigration (Amendment) Bill, 2023

The Emigration (Amendment) Bill, introduced in the Lok Sabha by Dr. Kalanidhi Veeraswamy, seeks to amend the Emigration Act to enhance the welfare of
emigrants. The bill proposes a new chapter focused on emigrant welfare, which guarantees access to human rights, healthcare, social protection, legal aid, and
grievance redressal. It also mandates the Central Government to maintain a register of emigrants and their dependents, while creating welfare schemes for life
insurance, old age protection, disability coverage, and skill enhancement. Additionally, the bill establishes the Emigrants Welfare Fund to finance these
initiatives, with funding provided by Parliament. This amendment aims to provide better support and protection to Indian emigrants abroad, ensuring their
rights and welfare are safeguarded.


